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About me

Responsible for Consulting at sepago GmbH

Microsoft Azure
Machine Learning
Azure Monitor / Log Analytics

Mail: marcel.meurer@sepago.de
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MarcelMeurer

GitHub: https://github.com/MarcelMeurer
Blog: https://blog.itprocloud.de/
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Windows Vir tual  Desktop



Windows Vir tual  Desktop

▪ Microsoft‘s Virtual Desktop environment running only in Azure (*)

▪ All necessary infrastructure around is operated by Microsoft, compared to RDS
▪ RD Gateway
▪ RD Web
▪ RD Broker
▪ Licensing
▪ …

▪ Necessary infrastructure is
▪ Free of charge, if you have M365 / W10E / RDS Cal

https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/pricing/details/virtual-desktop/

▪ Platform services – invisible for admins and users

▪ To be clear
▪ Customer have to pay for VMs, storage, network and need the right licenses (M365 or RDS Cals)

https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/pricing/details/virtual-desktop/


Windows Vir tual  Desktop

Image source:

https://azure.microsoft.co
m/de-de/services/virtual-
desktop/#featured

https://azure.microsoft.com/de-de/services/virtual-desktop/#featured


Windows Vir tual  Desktop

Based on: Microsoft, Presentation Ignite 2018, BRK2242
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Windows Vir tual  Desktop
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Windows Vir tual  Desktop

What to you need at least:

• Classic AD environment
• Synced directories (AD-

>AAD; AADDS)
• Azure subscription
• Virtual Machines
• Storage for profiles and 

other stuff
• Clients

Good to have
• VPN/Express route to local 

data center if needed
• Monitoring, scaling, etc.



Windows V i r tua l  Desktop

DEMO

Creating a host pool with WVDAdmin



Deployments of  Sess ion Hosts
▪ Deployment from the Azure Market place

▪ Vanilla images or syspreped images
▪ Have to enter all parameters, like domain credentials, WVD SP, OU, …
▪ Limited flexibility
▪ Experience for admins :-/

▪ Deployment from PowerShell
▪ You can do anything in a hight automated way
▪ You need PS know-how and have to work with the Azure resources directly
▪ High flexibility
▪ Experience for admins ☺

▪ Deployment with WVDAdmin (free community tool)
▪ Like deployment from PowerShell with a friendly GUI
▪ Build-in image creation process from template VMs (re-usable)
▪ Experience for admins ;-)



Deployments  of  Sess ion  Hosts

Who has ever created an image?

The golden image approach

 Template 

SnapShot
Customized 

and 

prepared 

Image

Temporary VMTemplate VM

Custom extension and 

preparation tasks



Deployments  of  Sess ion  Hosts
PowerShell



Deployments  of  Sess ion  Hosts
WVDAdmin



Deployments  of  Sess ion  Hosts

DEMO

Building Images and roll out Session Hosts



Kind  of  D isks  and VM‘s

▪ Different disk sizes

▪ HDD (don‘t use this one except for a template VM)

▪ Standard SSD (my favorite)

▪ Premium SSD

▪ And very special: Ephemeral disks

Source:

https://docs.microsoft.co
m/en-us/azure/virtual-
machines/windows/disks-
types

▪ VMs

▪ „Normal“ VMs 

▪ Virtual Machine Scale Sets
(they don‘t scale in a WVD 
perspective!)

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/virtual-machines/windows/disks-types


Deployments  of  Sess ion  Hosts

DEMO

Ephemeral disks and scale sets



Azure  VDI  Starter  for  WVD – V1
Start and deallocate your personal assigned VDIs / session hosts

▪ User can login with AAD to the web site

▪ Start there personal assigned desktop(s) 
(don‘t need permissions to the Azure 
portal)

▪ Use Remote Desktop Client to connect

▪ User can deallocate desktop

▪ Auto-deallocating after a specific time of 
no usage

▪ Free for non-commercial use

▪ https://github.com/MarcelMeurer/Azu
re-Starter-for-WVD

https://github.com/MarcelMeurer/Azure-Starter-for-WVD


Did you know?
All Session Hosts are using FSLogix

Profile Container Application Masking Java Control
Office 365 
Container
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Feedback: 
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http://feedback.azurecgn.de/


